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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, — T beg  to  submit  the  following  Deport  upon  the 
health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  during  the  year  1896. 
The  total  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1896  is  14,850. 

Births. — 534  births  were  registered  during  the  year  (274  boys  and 
260  girls).  These  figures  give  a birth-rate  of  35 *9  per  1,000  per 
annum,  against  a rate  of  40’06  for  the  year  1895. 

Deaths. — 252  deaths  took  place  during  the  year  (145  males  and  107 
females).  This  mortality  is  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  16-9  per 
1,000  per  annum,  against  a death-rate  of  18- 7 for  the  preceding  year. 

The  births  are  therefore  diminished  by  47,  and  the  deaths  diminished 
by  20. 

The  natural  increase  to  the  population  is  282. 

The  subjoined  Table  shews  the  mortality  in  each  of  the  four  quarters 
of  the  year,  distinguishing  males  and  females  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Annual 

Date  per  1,000. 

First  Quarter  . . 

31 

25 

56 

15-0 

Second  ,, 

37 

29 

66 

17-7 

Third 

41 

21 

62 

16*7 

Fourth  ,, 

36 

32 

68 

18-3 

4 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  highest  mortality  was  in  the  last  quarter  of 
the  year ; it  was  due  to  an  extende  1 prevalence  of  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  organs. 

During  the  same  periods  of  the  previous  year  the  deaths  numbered 
60,  68,  64,  and  80. 

The  age  mortality  was  as  follows  : Under  one  year,  80  ; one  year 
and  under  five,  64;  five  and  under  fifteen,  11  ; fifteen  and  under 
twenty-five,  11;  twenty-five  and  under  sixty -five,  64;  sixty -five  and 
upwards,  22. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  of 
age  numbered  144,  including  the  deaths  of  80  infants  under  the  age 
of  one  year.  During  the  year  1895,  the  mortality  amongst  children 
under  five  was  160,  including  the  deaths  of  103  under  the  age  of  one 
year  ; there  is  therefore  a decrease  of  16  in  the  present  year. 

The  infantile  mortality  measured  in  the  proportion  of  deaths  to 
1,000  births  was  149,  as  compared  with  177  in  1895;  it  would  seem 
that  the  present  year  was  not  characterized  by  conditions  peculiarly 
fatal  to  infant  life. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — The  number  of  deaths  due  to  the  principal 
zymotics  was  45,  equal  to  a rate  of  34)3  per  1,000,  a decrease  of  11, 
in  comparison  with  56  deaths  from  these  maladies  in  1895. 

The  details  are  as  follows  : Scarlet  Fever  13,  Diphtheria  5,  Mem- 
branous Croup  4,  Typhoid  Fever  8,  Me  isles  2,  Whooping  Cough  10, 
and  Diarrhoea  3. 

Pespiratory  Diseases.— 63  Deaths  were  caused  by  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  organs,  a rate  of  4*2  per  1,000,  an  increase  of  9 on  the 
mortality  of  1895  from  these  causes.  The  chest  complaints  were  very 
prevalent  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  owing  to  cold  and  damp 
atmospheric  conditions  ; the  air  is  also  rendered  impure  by  the  large 
amount  of  black  smoke  with  which  it  is  sometimes  laden. 

The  deaths  were  attributed  to  consumption  of  the  lungs,  exactly  the 
same  number  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Inquests. — Eight  deaths  were  due  to  accidental  causes,  necessitating 
inquests. 

Infectious  Sickness. — The  total  number,  of  notifications  received 
throughout  the  year  amounted  to  337,  against  347  in  1895,  a decrease 
of  10.  They  comprise — Scarlet  Fever  197,  Diphtheria  31,  Membra- 
nous Croup  7,  Typhoid  Fever  22,  Continued  Fever  9,  Puerpural  Fever 
7,  and  Erysipelas  64. 

Scarlet  Fever  again  heads  the  list  and  maintains  the  high  notifica- 
tion record. 

Peculiarities  sometimes  occur  in  this  notification  of  diseases.  On  the 
31st  of  August  I received  a notification  that  a child  was  suffering  from 
Scarlet  Fever;  in  a day  or  two  I received  another  notification  stating 
that  the  same  child  is  afflicted  with  Typhoid  Fever. 
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Typhoid  Fever. — Subjoined  is  a Table  giving  a brief  sketch  of  the 
cases  : — 


rH 

I 

Traceable 

Date  of 

or  not  to 

Insanitary 

M 

Notihea- 

I locality. 

a previous 

conditions 

Result. 

& 

tion . 

case. 

observed. 

Privy  and  midden 

l 

Jan.  9 

9,  Back  AYood 

No. 

close  to  kitchen 

Recovery 

Street 

door,  sewage  per- 
colates into  old 
saw-pit  under 
house. 

2 

24 

5 , AVinter  Street 

• 

No. 

None 

Recovery 

O 

O 

„ 28 

7,  AYinter  Street 

No. 

None 

Recovery 

4 

Feb.  18 

19,  Darley  Street 

No. 

Removed  from  an- 
other house  where 
drainage  was  bad. 

Dead 

5 

Mar.  30 

14,  Heavily  Grove 

No. 

None 

Recovery 

6 

April  8 

7,  Cooper  Street 

No. 

Dirty  house,  un- 
paved yard,  damp 

Recovery 

surroundings. 

7 

„ 10 

Yus,  to 
No.  6. 

do. 

Recovery 

8 

May  5 

15,  Ramsbottom 

No. 

None,  very  mild 

Recovery 

Road 

case. 

9 

„ 12 

459,  Chorley  N e w 

No. 

Leaky  ashpit 

Dead 

Road 

10 

June  1 6 

25,  Siemen’s Street 

No. 

Drainage  defects 

Dead 

11 

July  15 

6,  Dixon  Street 

No. 

None,  new  houses 

Recovery 

with 

AY. AY.  closets. 

12 

» 22 

Top  o’th’  Meadow 

No. 

Damp  house 

Recovery 

13 

„ 26 

13,  Ramsbottom 

No. 

None 

Recovery 

Road 

14 

Sept.  5 

16,  Curteis  Street 

No. 

None.  This  case 

Dead 

also  notified  as 
Scarlet  Fever. 

15 

» 5 

3i 

No. 

None 

Recovery 

rC 

r* 

r* 

ps 

£ 

16 

17 


18 

19 

20 


21 


22 


Date  of 
Notifica- 
tion. 

Locality. 

Traceable 
or  not  to 
a previous 
case. 

Insanitary 

conditions 

observed. 

Result. 

Oct.  20 

67,  Lee  Lane 

No. 

None 

Recovery 

„ 28 

25,  Nasmyth 
►Street 

No. 

Leaky  pail  closet 

Recovery 

Nov.  5 

37,  Canada  Street 

No. 

Brook  close  to 
house. 

Dea  1 

21 

? > - L 

18,  Mary  Street 
East  " 

No. 

Tini tagged  back 
yard. 

Dead 

Dec  4 

7,  Higher  Barn 

No. 

None 

Recovery 

to 

CO 

3,  Chorley  New 
Load 

No. 

None 

Convalescent  two 
days  after  notifica- 
tion. 

Recovery 

„ 23 

168,  Lee  Lane 

1 

No. 

None 

Dead 

Seven  of  the  cases  terminated  fatally.  No  insanitary  conditions 
were  observed  in  12  of  the  cases,  and  in  only  one  instance  was  the 
disease  traceable  to  a previously  existing  case.  The  peculiarities  in 
the  type  of  this  disease  lead  one  to  assume  that  causes  of  an  excep- 
tional nature  were  in  operation  in  giving  rise  to  it ; indirectly  some 
cases  might  probably  be  due  to  unusual  climatic  conditions. 

The  insanitary  defects  recognized  were  remedied  ; in  case  No.  1 
legal  proceedings  had  to  be  taken  to  obtain  an  improvement  of  the 
premises.  Disinfectants  were  freely  supplied  and  used. 

Scarlet  Never. — This  complaint  again  prevailed  throughout  the 
district  during  the  whole  year,  the  months  of  August,  October,  and 
November  yielding  the  least  number  of  notifications — eight  for  each 
month.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  disease  will  have  to  exhaust  itself 
on  all  the  available  material  in  the  district.  The  provision  of  hospital 
accommodation  as  a more  effectual  method  of  combating  the  spread  of 
this  and  other  infectious  maladies,  has  been  frequently  urged  upon 
the  Authority ; lately  the  County  Council  Medical  Officer  has  submitted 
to  you  a scheme  which  would  be  suitable  to  the  wants  of  the  district — 
it  is  to  combine  with  other  Authorities  for  small-pox  purposes,  and  to 
erect  in  the  district  an  institution  for  the  treatment  of  the  other 
zymotics. 

Diphtheria. — Thirty-one  cases  notified,  with  five  deaths,  causes 
being  leaky  ashpits,  drainage  defects,  and  dampness  of  subsoil. 
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Erysipelas. — Sixty-four  cases  notified — no  fatal  results.  Many 
cases  of  a trivial  character,  some  being  due  to  injury.  The  Sanitary 
Authority  has  no  control  over  this  disease. 

Puerpural  Peter. — Seven  cases  notified,  without  a fatal  result. 

Membranous  Croup. — Seven  cases  notified,  with  four  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough  prevailed  somewhat  extensively  during  the  early 
part  of  the  year — ten  deaths  registered. 

Measles  never  assumed  an  epidemic  form — two  deaths  registered. 

Small-Pox  was  conspicuous  by  its  absence — not  a single  case  was 
notified. 

Inspections,  &c. — Regular  and  special  Inspections  were  made 
throughout  the  district.  Two  special  Reports  were  submitted  to  the 
Council,  one  concerning  isolation  hospitals,  the  other  referring  to  fowl- 
keeping in  back  yards ; 298  visits  were  paid  by  me  to  premises  to 
investigate  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease. 

With  this  report  I submit  tables  furnished  by  Local  Government 
Board,  giving  mortality  and  sickness  returns  for  the  year. 

WORK  DONE  IN  THE  SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Overcrowding. — No  cases  reported. 

Drainage. — Sixteen  gullies  fixed  and  slopstone  pipes  disconnected. 

Sewage  Disposal.  — Sewage  treated  with  Eerrozone  and  filtered 
through  polarite  filters  ; new  filters  constructed. 

Disineection. — Clothing,  bedding,  &c.,  disinfected  by  steam ; dis- 
infectants supplied  to  all  infected  premises,  and  rooms  stoved. 

New  Buildings,  &c. — Plans  passed  for  77  new  houses,  1 Board 
School,  1 warehouse,  1 manufactory,  and  14  additions  and  alterations 
to  existing  buildings  and  works. 

Scavenging. — 7,200  ashpits  emptied,  and  contents  taken  to  Red 
Moss  Earm;  490  pails  and  ash-tubs  cleaned  out  weekly.  Some 
portion  of  the  year  the  scavenging  operations  were  performed  during 
the  night. 

Lodging-Houses. — Eour  lodging-houses  registered — visited  62  times 
and  two  night  visits.  Found  satisfactory,  so  far  as  sanitary  conditions 
are  concerned  ; the  moral  condition  of  one  place  was  not  so  satisfactory. 

Bakehouses— Six  in  number — were  inspected  54  times. 

Slaughter-Houses. — Satisfactory  in  the  absence  of  a public  abbatoir, 
visited  54  times. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops — Seventy  inspections.  The 
sale  of  milk  and  butter  was  prohibited  at  one  farm  house  on  account 
of  scarlet  fever  on  the  premises . 

Nuisances. — Notices  served,  106  ; nuisances  remedied,  98.  Legal 
proceedings  taken  in  one  instance  and  a conviction  obtained. 

Unwholesome  Food. — No  cases. 

Smoke. — Many  complaints  of  this  nuisance.  Only  one  observation 
taken  ; no  time  limit  is  allowed  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke. 

Recommendations  : 

1 . Provision  for  isolation  of  infectious  disease. 

2.  Conversion  of  old  privies  into  water  and  waste  water  closets — 

all  new  dwellings  to  be  provided  with  these  conveniences. 

3.  Regular  and  systematic  smoke  observations ; time  limit  fixed  ; 

and  steps  taken  to  remedy  this  dangerous  pollution  of  the 
atmosphere. 
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4.  A public  abbatoir  in  place  of  tbe  existing  slaughter-houses. 

5.  Establishment  of  public  baths  and  wash-houses. 

6.  More  general  use  of  the  steam  disinfector,  and  regular  notice 

to  be  given.  The  Inspector  to  carry  out  thorough  disinfec- 
tion after  the  existence  of  infectious  disease  in  a household. 
Water  Supply. — A great  scarcity  of  this  valuable  commodity  was 
experienced  during  the  summer  months,  the  supply  being  limited  ; 
additional  supplies  were  obtained  from  other  sources. 

A scheme  to  provide  a larger  allowance  is  now  on  foot  to  obtain 
water  from  the  Horwich  Moors. 

Concluding  Observations.  —A  lower  death-rate  is  recorded  for  the 
year  1896,  and  is  so  far  satisfactory,  but  the  mortality  would  have 
been  lower  and  the  general  health  of  the  district  better  had  it  not 
been  for  the  continued  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Horwich,  GEOBGE  H.  WHITAKEB. 

January  11th,  1897. 


